MatchPoint
Presidents Report
Witta Tennis Club has had a very active year so far…
Our social tennis has been played as usual on Monday’s and Saturday’s. We squeezed in a
couple of Friday Night’s Tennis under lights and they will resume once the weather warms
up again.
Fixture’s recommenced February and March. We’ve been actively involved with Tennis
Queensland in creating a new competition aimed towards the smaller hinterland clubs
called the Mary Valley Challenge. We’ve played one match so far and the next match day
will be Sunday 16 June.
Despite a very wet April after one postponement we held a Kid’s Fun Day during the Easter
School Holidays. It was well attended and all had a great time.
This week the club hosted a ‘Ladies Free Tennis Morning’ to coincide with our regular
Monday social. We aim at reaching out to local ladies who have played in the past and wish
to resume tennis or beginners wishing to get some exercise and take up the sport. We had
a great turn out. Katya came along to introduce herself to new players. Nick from Tennis
Queensland ran drills and games on the court. Then Pauline provided a delicious morning
tea.
The Clubhouse is looking amazing – thanks to a couple of volunteers from the committee.
The 2 hard courts have been cleaned the grass court has been serviced and repaired along
the 2 splits on the service lines. We purchased a ball machine called a Lobstar. It is easy to
maneuver and simple to operate. Any club members wishing to use the machine to contact
Maree for access.
Our club membership is the highest it has been for several years at 76 adult and junior
members.
We welcome a new player and resident to the area called Laszlo Szerenyi. Who has kindly
donated some artwork of a very famous and popular tennis player??? Thank you Laszlo –
we will raffle this later in the year.
Coming up soon will be our annual in-house tournament and during the next school holiday
we will hold a 2 days Junior Tennis Clinic.
Cheers
Mike

Ladies! Time to dust off your old racquet
On Monday 27 May Witta held a fun morning of tennis in association with Tennis Queensland to
encourage women who haven't picked up a racquet for a while to come out and have a hit with
other players, meet the coach and enjoy a delicious morning tea. It was very successful and
hopefully we’ll see the new players joining in on the Monday social tennis.
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Fixtures Teams
Wagtails
It has been a tough season for Witta Wagtails. We had injuries,
people away on holidays and wet days. Nevertheless, we still enjoyed
our tennis and the competition. Looking forward to the next season.
Whistlers
The Whistlers are having a bit of a struggle this season with players. But
fortunately we are getting help from the other teams filling in for us when we
were short of players. And we are enjoying great tennis, it is fun to have such a
great rallies. And winning is a big bonus. We are at second place at the moment, so
let's see what we can do for the rest of this season. Team is Paula Cudmore,
Brenda Warner, Donna Kuskopf, Aki Lepper and Maree Hooley. We all hope for a
good recovery Maree. Also, congratulations Brenda for becoming grandma! Go
team!!
Wildcats
The Wildcats are having a great season. With only a few matches to play there’s only
4 points separating 7 teams. This season it’s only the 2 top teams in the play off so
it’s up in the air. So fingers crossed. The team is Pauline Fraley, Annie Stewart,
Stacey English, Libby Howlett, Jenie Riding, Sonia Douglas and Jo Williams and
Michelle Macaree have joined the team this season.
Wompoos
Witta Wompoos had a close match against Gympie Silver on April 14th in
the Sunshine Coast Tennis Veterans competition under blue skies. After
slumping to 3 sets down after the mixed and men’s doubles the team
rallied back with sets tied after the ladies doubles and again before going
into the final two mixed doubles games. Steady, strategic tennis saw the
combinations of Denis and Donna and Paula and Jim secure for Witta a
win of 7 sets 56 games to 5 sets 53 games. A huge thank you to Noel
George who capably filled in for the injured Bob Eather. Thanks also to
our opponents for an enjoyable afternoon's tennis. This week we also see the return of our
International player, Haydyn Craven. Always great to see you back on Aussie shores.
Wikings
After a confident start to the year with a win against the Nambas
Menaces, Witta Wikings have since had two losses. One against
Gympie Bronze and then a couple of weeks ago against a very strong
Witta Wompoos. Despite losses, we are still having fun. We have
welcomed a couple of new players to the team, Nat and Rob. A few
of the existing Wiking’s are still out with injuries – we wish a speedy
recover to Andrew, Pauline and Maree. So looking forward fun and
games and tennis for the rest of the year.
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Mary Valley Challenge
Sunday March 31st marked the first trial game for the new
Hinterland tennis competition entitled the Mary Valley
Challenge. This social competition consists of teams of three
ladies and three men from the smaller hinterland clubs across
a number of facility criteria. This criteria included, but was
not restricted by, having four or less tennis courts and
approximately 80 registered players.
The tennis clubs contacted included: Gherulla, Kandanga, Witta, Landsborough, Glenview, Mapleton,
Kin Kin, Pomona, Gympie Queens Park, Wombye and Maleny. However due to the short turnaround
of nominations only three teams were prepared to play for the first match on Sunday.
Kandanga and Witta Meteors played some very close sets with both teams enjoying the new format
which catered for the day comfortably being completed over four hours between 10.00 and 2.00
with time for a social lunch as well. Kandanga (playing with a last minute injury fill in from Witta)
were victorious on the day 7 sets to 5.
The format for the day was four sets of mixed doubles per person. Sets were first to 6, however the
format of short deuce and a sudden death tiebreak to five points at 5 games all was well received by
all players, adding to the contest on the day.
There are only three more rounds to be played in this competition before a gala day where all teams
will be invited to play regardless of their position on the ladder.
Witta have entered two teams in the competition.
Hot Shots: Natalie, Sonia, Libby, Jim, Paula (cpt) Glenn, Haydyn, Leigh Ann
Meteors: Annette, Rhonda, Pauline(cpt) John Bradshaw, Ernie, Stacey, Mike, Maree
The next match is drawn for June 16th, with clubs being contacted to complete a more extensive
draw. Please inform your captains (Pauline and Paula) of your availability before that date. Anyone
wishing to add their name to the list feel free to contact Paula paula@agricircle.com.au at any time.
Local artist Laszlo Szerenyi has kindly
donated this painting to Witt Tennis.
The painting will be raffled off later
in the year.
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Out and About

I hope they’ve had their flu shot!

What do you do when there's no water to
the facilities block? Use the bucket of
course!

Who let the dogs out?

Club House
Dear members and teams, when using the
club house please make sure you leave it
clean and tidy and ready for the next
group to enjoy.
Gotta have bubbles

Please send photos and captions for
“Out and About” to:
paulinefraley@gmail.com
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Kids Fun Day
The Kids Fun Day with Katya was held during the Easter School Holidays on the 17 of April,
after being postponed with wet weather. We had 14 Kids taking part in the day. They all
enjoyed tennis games, rallying, target hitting with the ball machine and as tradition stands a
delicious morning tea. The longest rally was a tightly contested event – eventually brother
sister team – Lais and Billy, went home with boxes of Maltese’s and Peanut M&Ms as their
prizes.
Thank you Aki and Maree for helping out.
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